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Your Excellency Alpha Oumar Konare, Chairperson of the Commission
of the African Union, You Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, 

It gives me great pleasure to address the First International Turkish-
African Congress. 

I would like to begin by expressing my gratitude to the Turkish Asian
Centre for Strategic Studies for taking the initiative to organize this timely and
topical Congress. 

The attendance of His Excellency Alpha Oumar Konare will surely be an
important contribution to the Congress. 

His Excellency’s visit to Turkey has been the first visit by the Head of the
Organization of African Unity since the Organization was founded in 1963. 

Turkey’s bonds with the African continent dates back to the times of the
Ottoman Empire. 

Turks have had traditionally good relations with this continent. 

The relations and interactions of the Ottoman Empire with this continent
covered a vast geography, stretching from West to East Africa, and from the
Kanem Bornu Sultanate of Central Africa to Zanzibar of today’s Tanzania. 

Turkish and African peoples have established strong humanitarian,
moral, cultural and political ties with each other. 

The Turkish War of Independence that followed the disintegration of the
Ottoman Empire had been a source of inspiration for African peoples’ strug-
gle for freedom and national independence. 

Turkey has taken an active stance in the relevant organs of the United
Nations such as the Namibia Commission. 



Turkey recognized all newly independent countries of Africa in the
1960s. It established diplomatic relations with them and opened resident
embassies in many of them. Today, we have 12 Embassies and more than 20
Honorary Consulates throughout Africa. Despite this long and opulent histor-
ical past, the present level of our political, economic and cultural relations
with Africa is far from reflecting its existing potential. For this reason, our
government is determined to first restore and then enhance these historically
good relations. 

In the framework of our “Opening up to Africa Policy” and the “Strategy
for Developing Economic Relations with the African Countries”, which were
adopted in 1998 and 2003 respectively, Turkey wishes to further develop in all
fields its ties with the countries of the continent in the forthcoming period. 

In addition, our Government declared the year 2005 as the “Year of
Africa”. In this context, His Excellency Recep Tayyip Erdo¤an, Prime
Minister of the Republic of Turkey visited Ethiopia and the Republic of South
Africa in March 2005. However, our new endeavours towards Africa will not
terminate with the Year 2005. Our policy will not be restricted to calendar
years. 

TICA (Turkish International Cooperation and Development Agency)
Program Coordinator Office in Addis Ababa was officially inaugurated by the
Turkish Prime Minister during his visit to Ethiopia. 

This office will lend support development projects not only in Ethiopia,
but in the whole region. 

The TICA office will be a vehicle for Turkey to share its experience with
African countries in the field of economic and social development. 

Small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) have today become one of
the fundamental elements of contemporary economic and social life. 

We believe that our joint projects towards supporting SMEs will make a
significant contribution to achieving sustainable development in the continent.
Promotion of human resources constitutes another important element of sus-
tainable development. 

To this end, we desire to promote further cooperation between our edu-
cational institutions and their African counterparts. 

The scholarship, training, student exchange and similar programs that
will be implemented within this framework will also present a good opportu-
nity for our peoples to get to know each other better. 
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Also within this framework, Turkey is presently looking into the possi-
bility of becoming a member of the African Development Bank. 

Distinguished guests, 

Our government is well aware that good intentions are not enough to
bring about tangible results unless they are supported with concrete economic
and commercial steps. For this reason, trade is a field to which we attach great
importance. 

The persistent efforts of the Turkish side in the recent past have already
rendered positive results. 

Our trade turnover with the African countries, which was 5.5 billion dol-
lars in 2003, increased by 40 percent in 2004, reaching 7.7 billion dollars. 

Our trade with the sub-Saharan African countries alone increased by 122
percent during the period 1999-2003 and reached 1.4 billion Dollars. 

However, in view of the fact that Turkey’s trade with the entire world
amounts to 160 billion dollars, the share of Africa is still far from satisfactory. 

Thus, we expect to increase our trade volume with sub-Saharan Africa,
for example, to 4 billion dollars by the year 2008. 

Turkey is a country which follows liberal economic policies and main-
tains a freely functioning market economy. Hence, the responsibility of
increasing trade with Africa falls upon the shoulders of our private sectors. 

By signing the basic agreements on trade, investment, technical coopera-
tion and avoidance of double taxation with several African countries, our gov-
ernment has largely prepared the necessary legal ground for our private sec-
tors to increase trade and economic cooperation. 

Undoubtedly, occasions like today’s International Turkish-African
Congress will lead to a better understanding between — and will generate a
better flow of information among — our two sides. 

Distinguished guests, 

In the political realm, the African Union is a concrete manifestation of the
efforts aimed at leading Africa to a new path which will help the continent
erase its previous unfortunate image as the continent of wars and crises, of dis-
eases and catastrophes. 

We are pleased that the African Union has already taken important steps
and recorded great achievements in this direction. 
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We are convinced that the African Union will continue to play a vital role
in reinforcing national conciliation processes in Africa and in shaping up
Africa’s achievements for a better future. 

The establishment of the African Union is a clear step towards bringing
the African nations together to pursue common goals such as good governance
and the rule of law. 

In the past, Turkey has always acted in solidarity with the peoples of
Africa during their legitimate struggle for liberty and independence. Today, we
continue to actively support the African Union and the African nations in their
efforts for achieving peace, democracy, development and prosperity. 

This is why we are very pleased that Turkey has been granted an “observ-
er” status in the African Union on 12 April 2005. We would like to express our
appreciation to His Excellency Alpha Oumar Konare for his personal contri-
butions in achieving this result. 

We accredited our Embassy in Addis Ababa to the African Union on 5
May 2005. This will facilitate our work and will give a new impetus to our
desire to work closely with African nations and States. Turkey aspires to be a
partner of the African peoples and to work with them in order to achieve
regional cooperation, peace and sustainable development. 

We are determined to assist Africa in dealing with all of its serious prob-
lems, ranging from poverty and unemployment to epidemics and ethnic con-
flicts. We are resolute in continuing our support at an increasing pace. 

Throughout history, Africa’s natural and human resources have been used
in order to build up material wealth in western civilizations. The African cul-
ture has contributed to the world culture. In the past, Africa has embraced arti-
sans, refugees, explorers and others with friendly arms. 

Consequently, as I conclude my speech, I would like to give the follow-
ing message: Mankind is indebted to Africa. We all owe it to Africa. 

This is the time for solidarity and cooperation with Africa. 

Thank you.
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