
 



 

VISION DOCUMENT (DRAFT) 

TURKEY - UKRAINE STRATEGIC DIALOGUE PROGRAM 
“Civil Diplomacy Capacity Building: Sectoral and Financial Deepening” 

( Turkey - Ukraine ) 

 

Turkey distinguishes itself with an 80-million inhabitants, growing economy and geo-strategic status in 

the center of Afro-Eurasia. Turkey's historical, political and cultural ties between Europe, Black Sea, 

Caucasus, Asia, Middle East and African countries, rising activity in the international arena, especially in 

the United Nations, being an important member of organizations such as NATO, OSCE and CICA and with 

active foreign policy, it has become an increasingly important actor on the global platform. 

 

Ukraine attracts the attention of the world with its population close to 50 million, important 

geographical position between the European Union and Russian Federation and significant economic 

potential. Ukraine, being a member of many regional and international organizations such as United 

Nations (UN), UN, Council of Europe, OSCE, CIS, WTO, GUAM, BSEC, AVET, BSEC, is one of the 21st 

century regional power candidates and it is foreseen that its importance will continue to increase in the 

near future. 

 

Relations between Ukraine and Turkey are strengthened by history. First and foremost, their 

geographical junction point between Europe and Asia forces the two countries to develop similar 

geopolitical behaviors and leads them to cooperate in this context. Regional and international issues, as 

well as being two important countries neighboring the Black Sea and bilateral political, economic, 

commercial and cultural relations are the issues on the agenda of the two countries' relations. 

Subsequently from the independence of Ukraine, the two countries continued to support each other in 

the roughest times, while developing friendly relations through frequent high-level visits. Relations 

between Turkey and Ukraine gained the status of "strategic partnership", with the establishment of 

High-Level Strategic Council (HLSC) in 2011. In the same year, it has been decided to start the 

negotiations of Visa Waiver Agreement and Free Trade Agreement between Turkey and Ukraine. The 

reflection of the good bilateral relations in all areas between the two countries on international 

platforms is extremely positive. The reflection of the lasting good bilateral relations in all areas between 

the two countries on international platforms is extremely positive. Turkey and Ukraine in a position 

supportive of each other in the international arena. Military cooperation is ongoing both at the bilateral 

level and within the context of NATO-Ukraine Commission, BLACKSEAFOR and Operation Black Sea 

Harmony. 



 

Trade volume between Turkey and Ukraine reached to 7 billion dollars. Following the signing of the Free 

Trade Agreement, bilateral trade volume is expected to increase significantly. It is also estimated that 

Turkish capital in Ukraine has exceeded 2 billion dollars.  

 

Turkish contractors have undertaken business worth about 5 billion dollars in Ukraine. Turkey is a 

country where the most preferred by Ukrainian tourists and the number of Ukrainian tourists visiting 

Turkey has approached an average of 1 million. 

 

The development of economic relations between the two countries will provide the basis for deepening 

relations in other fields. In Ukraine there are opportunities for Turkish entrepreneurs to invest in areas 

such as communication/telecommunications, infrastructure (ports, airports, railways, etc.), value-added 

textile and export-based industry, service sector (transportation, municipal services, business/trade 

centers, etc.), agriculture-based industries (agro-food) and hydroelectric/coal based power generation 

and partnerships in areas such as demounted wooden furniture, agricultural applications, vehicle spare 

parts, air conditioning, refrigerator, television, pvc pipe, textile machinery, software, shoes, tourism. In 

order to accelerate the economic interaction, problems arising from transportation, banking, quota 

applications and non-tariff barriers should be solved. 

 

The relations with Ukraine, which had to deal with a major crisis following the de facto annexation of 

Crimea by Russia as a result of the political and sociological fluctuations of the last decade, hold great 

significance for Turkey. 

 

The current strategic cooperation can be further deepened, both in the context of the current crisis and 

the sustainability of the critical long-term interests of the two countries. Both countries can develop 

effective strategic cooperation in terms of sustainability of critical long-term interests. Herein, there is a 

need to look at developments from a broader geopolitical perspective. In order to get through to the 

ideal point of Turkey and Ukraine relations within the multidimensional shaped power systematic, each 

parameter should be directed towards a structure that will create mutual depth, not only on political and 

strategic basis. 

 

With the Strategic Dialogue Program; the aim is to develop a strategic approach, to ensure the proper 

coordination of relevant organizations and institutions,  to increase the influence of civil society, to 

contribute to development, to make use of expertise accumulation in the development of resources and 

working areas, to contribute to promotional activities, to search for opportunities for academic 

cooperation and that all these studies are evaluated in integrity. 

 

The point where the two countries come is defined as "strategic cooperation". Also, it is being deeply felt 

that there is an urgent necessity for collaborative works of the two countries so that the solutions for the 

regional issues can be found. Now it is required that the two countries head towards a future structure, 



 

in order to uplift the Turkey - Ukraine relations an ideal point within a world power schema which takes 

its form in a multi-dimensional way, by creating a mutual deepening not only in political and strategic 

basis but also in its each parameter. History offers both the two countries opportunities for deepening 

their interdependency. In this regard, the Turkey - Ukraine Strategic Dialogue Program, which will bring 

together the representatives of the related sectors in a comprehensive way that includes the strategic 

dimension of the relations, will play a significant role. 

 

Main Theme  

Civil Diplomacy Capacity Building: Sectoral and Financial Deepening 

 

Sub Themes  

International Security Cooperation 

Turkey - Ukraine Economic Relations: Opportunities and Obstacles 

Central Asia and Middle East Region and Turkey - Ukraine 

Energy Security, Energy Supply Policies and Opportunities 

Economic Cooperation 

Turkey - Ukraine Security Cooperation, Multidimensional Security and Counterterrorism 

Transportation, Logistics, Banking 

Bilateral and Multilateral Capacity Building in OIC Member Countries 

Innovation and Technology Sharing in Public Administration 

Opportunities for Academic and Cultural Cooperation 

Regional and Global Common Perspectives 

 

Priority Sectors 

Public Diplomacy, Education and Language 

Culture and Tourism 

Construction, Contracting and Infrastructure 

Health and Health Tourism 

Energy, Petrochemicals and Investments 

Logistics, Transportation and Telecommunication 

Banking and Finance (Strategic Investment Fund) 

Economy and Trade 

Media and Communication 

Science and Technology 

Brand Cities and Environment 

Defense and Space Industry 

 

Program Partners 
Turkey  : TASAM (Turkish Asian Center for Strategic Studies) 

Ukraine  : …..  

 

Program Executive Area 

Turkey and Ukraine 



 

ACTIVITIES / WORK PLAN (DRAFT) 

 

Method 

Inductive Reasoning, Participation and Economic Deepening 

 

Press Conferences  

 

Turkey - Ukraine Committee of Wise Persons Meetings / Workshop 

Within the program; creation of "Turkey - Ukraine Committee of Wise Persons" from predominantly 

economic doyens of regional and local actors that representing both sides and holding bilateral meetings 

at least once a year and generate interaction and recommendations on a local-based for relations 

between the two countries / regions on the basis of the program studies. 

 

Round Table Meetings / Workshops 

 

Multilateral Workshops / Studies 

 

Congress(es) 

 

Sector Workshops / Activities 

 

Applied Interactive Trainings 

 

Strategic Reports 

Publication of sector studies as strategic reports for decision makers, private sector, media and public 

opinion of the two countries. Providing literature and memory support. 

 

Briefing Meetings for Decision Makers 

 

Research Projects and Preparation of its Reports 

 

TV Programs 

 

Media Conferences 

 

Other Academic Studies 

Strategic Reports, Books, Articles, Thesis and so on Academic studies 

 


