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Turkey distinguishes itself with a 80-million inhabitants, growing economy and geo-strategic status in the 

center of Afro-Eurasia main land. Depending on its historical and cultural ties between Europe, Black Sea, 

Caucasus, Asia, Middle East and Africa, and rising activities in international organizational areas 

particularly in the United Nations, and leading membership of the international organizations such as 

NATO, AGIT, and CICA, and recent efficiently developed foreign policy, Turkey has become an actor, 

which has been gaining importance in global scene.  
 

On the other hand; Egypt has the appearance of a country drawing the attention of the world with its 

strategic position in a region that connects Asia and Africa and control the Suez Canal which connects the 

Mediterranean to Indian Ocean, with its leading role in the Arab world, being a non-negligible actor in 

Africa and the Islamic world, with its 90 million population, agriculture sector employing a third of the 

population thank to the Nile river, its economic potential regarding tourism and human resources, 

natural resources, its activity in the international organizations.  

 

There is no any problem in bilateral relations between Turkey and Egypt. There are 52 agreements 

signed by the two countries in various areas, which constitute legal basis of the relations. Both countries 

consider the regional problems in the same manner.  

 

Turkey and Egypt have hundreds of years old cultural and political relations and they have established 

close relations in these areas. In addition to the bilateral relations, both countries have close cooperation 

in the frame of international and regional organizations such as the UN, is sub branches, OIC, D-8. Close 

relations are conceivable in the recent high level visits.  

 

However, the level of relations between Turkey and Egypt is well under the potential regarding the 

political affinity, populations and economic performance.  

 

That both countries have concentrated in their own regions for years have been effective at this point, in 

addition to the regional policies of Israel and the Western countries.  

 

Final situation which have come up after the change and transformation movements in the Middle East 

has led to a promising environment that can bring bilateral relations up to the required level.  

 



 

The trade volume between Turkey and Egypt has stayed under the existing potential, too. However, the 

trade volume between the countries has grow steadily since 2001; trade relations have gained 

momentum since 2006 and made substantial progress until 2010, with the positive atmosphere created 

by the Turkish - Egyptian Free Trade Agreement (FTA) which has been signed in 2005 and entered in to 

force in 2007. Trade volume have reached to $ 3.26 billion in 2009 and was actualized as $3.18 billion in 

2010; and an anticipation that it can reach to annual $5 billion is noticed. Among the main goods 

exported by Turkey to Egypt are automotive and its sub-industry products, iron and steel products, 

synthetic textile fibers, fruits, vegetables, plastic products, other chemicals, metal products, and a variety 

of machinery and weaving products; and Turkey imports from Egypt rice, carbons, cotton, cement-

clinker, textile fibers, oil and oil products, glass sand, phosphate, chemicals, weaving products and non-

electrical machines.  

 

Turkey and Egypt, as two main Eastern Mediterranean countries, stand in a position to control world 

trade and energy transition through Bosporus and Suez. Both countries have common interest in the 

economic, strategic, political and security fields in terms of their relations with Western Asian, Middle 

Eastern and OIC countries. Today, when relations of mutual dependence are gradually deepening around 

the world, it is crucial for the interests of both countries to increase economic, social and political 

interactivities and to provide peace and security regarding such factors as the necessity of improving 

economic relations, contributing in global energy security, struggling with smuggling and terrorism.  

 

The growth rates of Turkey and Egypt compel both countries take each other into account further in 

terms of economy. For Egypt, Turkey is a sally port to Balkans and Europe. Egypt on the other hand, is a 

non-negligible country for Turkey in its relations with the OIC, Middle Eastern and African countries. 

Turkey sees Egypt as a partner with whom it has to improve its relations in the economic, political, 

cultural and security fields. 

 

In addition to the interventions of foreign powers in the region, historical baggage has prevented 

bilateral relations to be improved. However, if France and Germany, which once were relentless 

enemies, have been able to cooperate to lay the foundations of the EU; it is crucial for Turkey and Egypt, 

which are neighbors via Mediterranean and the two most important countries of the Middle East, to 

have a broader and deeper cooperation for the sake of regional and global peace and welfare.  

 

Both countries can develop an effective strategic cooperation to ensure sustainability of the critical long 

term interests. At this point, it is necessary to look at the events through a broader perspective in terms 

of politics, economy, diplomacy and geo-strategy.  

 

In  order to bring the Turkish - Egyptian relations to an ideal point in a world system that is increasingly 

gaining a multidimensional appearance, Turkish and Egyptian policy makers must steer for a structure 

that may constitute mutual depth not only on the political and strategic grounds but in all the 

parameters. 



 

 

The point where the two countries come is defined as "strategic cooperation". Also it is being deeply felt 

that there is an urgent necessity for collaborative works of the two countries so that the solutions for the 

regional issues can be found.  Now it is required that the two countries head towards a future structure, 

in order to uplift the Turkey - Egypt relations an ideal point within a world power schema which takes its 

form in a multi-dimensional way, by creating a mutual deepening not only in political and strategic basis 

but also in its each parameters. History offers both the two countries opportunities for deepening their 

interdependency. In this regard, the Turkey - Egypt Strategic Dialogue Program, which will bring 

together the representatives of the related sectors in a comprehensive way that includes the strategic 

dimension of the relations, will play a significant role.   

 
 

Main Theme  
Civil Diplomacy Capacity Building: Sectoral and Financial Deepening 

 

Sub Themes  
New Multi-Dimensional Security Parameters in the Afro-Eurasian Region 

Economic Cooperation 

Transportation and Logistics 

Multi-Dimensional Security and Struggle with Terrorism 

Bilateral and Multilateral Capacity Building in Member Countries of the OIC 

Innovation in Public Management and Technology Sharing 

Academic and Cultural Cooperation opportunities 

Common Regional and Global Perspectives   

 

Primary Sectors 
Public Diplomacy, Education and Language 

Culture and Tourism 

Construction, Construction Business and Infrastructure 

Health and Health Tourism 

Energy, Petro-chemistry and Investments 

Logistics, Transportation and Communication 

Banking and Finance (Strategic Investment Fund)  

Economy and Trade 

Media and Communication  

Science and Technology 

Brand Cities and Environment 

Defence and Space Industry 

 



 

Program Partners 
Turkey : TASAM (Turkish Asian Center for Strategic Studies) 

Egypt : …..  

 

Program Performance Area 
Turkey and Egypt  

 



 

EVENTS / WORKING PLAN (DRAFT) 

 

Method 

Induction, Participation and Economic Deepening 

 

Press Conferences 

 

Turkey - Egypt Wise Persons Board Meetings / Studies 

In the Program process, to create a “Turkey - Egypt Wise Persons Board” included mainly senior 

economists composed of regional and local representatives of each country; and at least one 

bilateral meeting to be done; and to be locally offered interactions and suggestions for the relations 

of the two countries/regions based on the cProgram studies, by this board. 

 

Round Table Meetings / Workshops 

 

Multilateral Workshop / Studies 

 

Congress(es) 

 

Sector Workshops / Events 

 

Practical Interactive Trainings 

 

Strategic Reports 

Publishing strategic reports of sectoral works for both two countries’ decision makers, private 

sectors, media and public opinion. Providing feedback to ensure the related literature and public’s 

memory.  

 

Briefing Meetings to Decision Makers 

 

Preparation of Research Projects and Reports 

 

TV Programs 

 

Media Conferences 

 

Other Academic Studies 

Academic Studies as Strategic Reports, Books, Articles, thesis and so on.  

 


