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Almost 98% of the crude oil needed by the energy markets, according to the Chamber of Shipping 
report, and 90% of the commercial cargoes, according to the UN sources, are transported on sea 
routes at the beginning of this century. Today, maritime transport contributes just about 500 billion 
dollars to the world economy, and 30% of this share flows through the routes of the Mediterranean 
basin. Given the surface area of the Mediterranean Sea is almost 1% of the world's seas, it can be 
seen how important the Eastern Mediterranean Sea in geostrategic terms and the extent of the 
international rivalry which Türkiye is facing recently. 
 
The problems that Türkiye, which is a peninsula almost completely surrounded by the seas with 
moderate climate and abundant resources with rare characteristics, a large variety of ports, 8,333 
kilometers of coastline, key transportation lines, is facing now are the challenges driven by maritime 
geopolitics --foreign policy-based problems in connection with the region which is destabilized for 
gaining to access to the Mediterranean in northern Syria and maritime zone in the eastern 
Mediterranean sea. It appears that Türkiye's determined and confident operations, which implies 
the awareness about being a seafaring nation, are only likely to be effective in the long run due to 
the contribution of the sea-based economy in the country's economy is not proportionately 
effective to its potential. 
 
It is of great importance to raise public awareness about "maritime zone and seafaring nation" both 
in Türkiye and in potential partner countries, to uplift the level of researches or studies as required 
by recent global developments, to establish maritime-based exchange networks between Türkiye 
and other countries, if of course Türkiye seeks the advantage to perfectly manage the changing 
“maritime zones and seafaring” parameters, with an integrative understanding and an inclusive 
historical vision including all maritime elements such as navies, maritime fleets, ports, shipyards 
(shipbuilding industry and all segments of engineering applicable to ships), fishing activities, seabed 
mining (metallurgy, geology, oceanography, hydrography, seismology etc.), marine tourism, marine 
law, maritime education and training institutions and activities, maritime environmentalism, 
supporting sectors (search and rescue, agencies, pilotage services, ease of navigation-
communication, ship traffic services, maritime meteorology, etc.), maritime history, maritime 
literature, cultural and sportive activities (water sports, museology, etc.) and partnerships with 
national/international, military/civilian maritime organizations. So, scaling up the capacities of 
certain elements such as container ports, transfer (freight) port, dryport, logistics zone (village), 
intermodal transportation, cruise port and marina, as well as the rehabilitation of port 
infrastructures should be among the priorities. 



 

 

     

 

National geopolitics concerning Defence and security domains, however, remains problematic, since 
its effectiveness about whether it is able to meet the requirements in building capabilities of being a 
seafaring nation and turns its potential into economic prosperity is questionable. 
 
The efforts by the Turkish Naval Forces and the Turkish Defence Industry Complex to change the 
picture in this context have increased significantly in recent years. Intellectual capabilities, or know-
how capacity, is also significant especially in terms of guiding the way forward for Türkiye in 
essential seafaring domains such as maritime trade, shipyard and shipbuilding, port and agency 
services, maritime tourism, fishing, seabed mining and related sub-sectors, and maritime sciences. 
To meet this need, the 5th Marine and Maritime Security Forum, which will be held by TASAM 
National Defence and Security Institute, has a strong motivation to perform well. 
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